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Steps and bridges towards quality education  
for citizens of the world  

 

Paying Tribute to the Past  
 
Today, as I formally takeover the presidency of the Catanduanes State Colleges, I 

canôt help but walk through the memory lane of the institution to pay tribute to the past 
presidents and Officer-in Charge: Mr. Pedro G. Tabuzo (1971-1972); Dr. Jacinto A. Medal-

lada (1973-1986); Dr. Rodolfo V.  
Azanza (1986-1990); Dr. Ernestina 
P. Averilla (1990-1992): Dr. Adolfo S. 
Bagadiong (1993-2002); Dr. Asun-
cion V. Asetre (2003-2011). Images 
and shadows of their dedication are 
institutionalized in the campus. 
Fruits of their vision continue to 
echo and reverberate in the walls of 
classrooms and other structures.  
Legacies of excellence are alive, 
clutched and passed on to each 
graduate as they march the portals of 
this institution.  
 
It is therefore deeply humbling and 
challenging to take over the steward-
ship as its 6th President, but im-
mensely thankful for the strong solid 
foundation laid, from which we will 
lift -off and soar; and, from which 

history will judge, after connecting the footprints that trail behind.   
 

The Demands and Challenges for Higher Education Institutions  
 
From the vision of the Commission of Higher Education who oversees higher education 

institutions (HEI) in the country, one of which is the Catanduanes State Colleges, the de-
mands and challenges are immense and daunting.  

 The vision states ñ...building the countryôs human capital and innovative capacity to-
wards the development of a Filipino nation as a responsible member of the international com-
munity. ñ 

 
To achieve such vision, the parameters and scorecards are clear, among others, opera-

tionalization of:   1) relevant and quality higher education, 2) accessible higher education, par-
ticularly to those who may not be able to afford it; 3) continuing intellectual growth, research; 
the pursuit of programs for the enrichment of historical and cultural heritages; 4) commit-
ment to moral ascendancy that eradicates corrupt practices, institutionalizes transparency and 
accountability (CHED Strategic Plan for 2011-2016).ò 

 

 

SERVICE PLEDGEð  Dr. Minerva I. Morales takes her 

Oath of Office as the 6th President of CSC. Administer-

ing the oath is CHED Region V Director Freddie T. 

Bernal representing CHED Commissioner and CSC 

Board of Trustees Chairperson William B. Medrano. 
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 In the same light, when Michael Ad-
ams, President of the International As-
sociation of University Presidents de-
livered his Inaugural Address in Time 
Square, New York City on June 20, 
2011, he said: higher education must 
serve as bridges of human develop-
ments, peace and sustainable eco-
nomic growth .  In the same address, 
he underscored the need for ñnew 
models of global inspiration and edu-
cation because the next generation 
must become world citizens,ò in the 
context that technologies have altered, 
mutated and diversified the pace, place 
and facets of education.  
 
Given such reality, the Catanduanes 
State Colleges under my stewardship 
will embrace such developments but 
will likewise protect and respect 
proven and tested tradition of excel-

lence in instruction, which may now be considered as one of the best practices, in the country.  
I am referring to the consistent magnificent performance of the Catanduanes State Colleges, 
College of Technology - Department of Engineering and the College of Health Sciences, Depart-
ment of Nursing and Midwifery in the PRC Licensure Examinations.  

 
The recent historical breakthrough where CSC graduates snatched the top 1, 2 and 3 

in the Licensure Exam for Civil Engineers triggered various reac- tions and realizations. 
Whatever it maybe, it made a Catandunganon proud to be one.   

 
 

 

VESTING of Academic Gown and Hood by CSC 

Board of Trustees members, Engr. Francis A. Gi-

anan and PBM Raffy Zuniega. 

IMPOSITION of Academic Medallion by Dr. Danilo Silva, CSC BOT Member. 
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Response to the Challenge and Blazing the Trail  
 
Programs on Instruction.   With the recent feat mentioned, the Catanduanes State Col-

leges is now synonymous to the provider of quality instruction at par if not better than the 
much expensive institutions.  No less than CHED Commissioner and CSC BOT Chair William 
Medrano declared this confirmation during the December 5 th 2011 CSC Board Meeting in Ma-
nila. He further instructed me to prepare proposal for funding assistance for the acquisition of 
equipment and facilities of COT Department of Engineering, and possibly to be recognized as 
Center of Development/Excellence showcasing  the best practices in Civil Engineering; and 
serve as model of excellence and resource center for other HEI.    

 
Quality of instruction in other disciplines will be further elevated through:  

Support to faculty members and personnel to pursue relevant Graduate Studies; 
Progressive review and updating of curriculum and offering of new industry -driven 
and cutting -edge programs both in the baccalaureate and advanced degrees; 
Compliance to recommendations of Accrediting Agency of State Colleges and Uni-
versities (AACCUP) and Institutional Quality Assurance Monitoring and Evaluation 
(IQuAME)  
Establishment of Continuing Professional Education Center  
Intensification of industry -academe partnership; 
Partnership with Student Body Organizations to assist financially challenged stu-
dents through ñStudent-Meal for Education Programò and similar programs. 

 
PROGRAMS ON RESEARCH, EXTENSION SERVICE AND PRODUCTION    
 
Cognizant of the resources of our island province and in partnership with local and in-

ternational agencies, we will pursue and advance information and technologies with sustain-
able socioeconomic impact, underscoring the following:  

Renewable energy (harnessing solar and wind power); 
Agriculture and fisheries;  
Pharmaceuticals and health concerns; 

PRESENTATION OF MACEðDirector Bernal hands over the mace to Dr. Morales.  BOT mem-

bersðGov. Cua, Engr. Gianan, Dr. Silva and Board Secretary Renato M. Panti, witness onstage 

the vestment of the CSCôs symbol of authority. 
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Environment, climate change and disaster risk mitigation;  
Gender and development; 
Policy research and sustainable development; 
Public Land Grant as Collegesô laboratory, research and training center to showcase 
sustainable technologies with global interest such as reforestation, Integrated Farm-
ing System, Sloping Agricultural Land Technology, Soil Amelioration, Biodiversity 
Conservation, Carbon Sequestration, among others.   

 
OTHER PROGRAMS.  Programs that will be given priority and included in the 2012-

2014 Annual Investment Plan will include among others,  
Construction of Infirmary and Wellness Building;  

Construction of Research and Development Building  

Construction of Covered Pathwalk connecting  the different departments of the Col-

leges 

With these infrastructure projects, Fr. Paul, expect more paging for your intervention 
and prayers to prevent rigging of bidding and other procurement procedures.  

 
But I will inspire and do the personal paging to CSC alumni to support their Alma Mater 

in the construction of Alumni Building, initiated by Honorable Trustee Raffy Zuniega, with ini-
tial funding coming from the provincial government through Governor Joseph C. Cua.  

 
I am confident and expect more support to further the cause of quality instruction, re-

search and extension services of the Colleges. 
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